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overwhelmingly successful results; the Project 
has put more than 200 armed criminals behind 
bars; one violent gang responsible for many 
Richmond murders has been eliminated; the 
rate of gun carrying by criminals has been cut 
nearly in half; and the armed robbery rate for 
1998 has declined 29 percent. This is just one 
state with significant examples of how the im-
plementation of Project Exile has decreased 
gun-related crimes. It has proved to be so ef-
fective that Project Exile has expanded to 
other areas such as Rochester, New York and 
Philadelphia and other areas are considering 
adopting the same approach. Project Exile 
needs to be applied on a federal level and not 
just on a state level. We cannot comprise 
American families and their safety by just de-
nying felons access to guns. We must do 
more. We must effectively enforce gun laws. 

We cannot be sure that our criminal justice 
system is doing all that it can do to keep guns 
out of the hands of violent felons if these fel-
ons are not consistently being prosecuted for 
their crimes. Our focus needs to be criminal 
control and not gun control. It is about time we 
take proactive measures to protect law-abiding 
citizens from becoming the victims of violent 
gun crimes. I urge my colleagues to vote for 
Project Exile.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, today I praise 
the human spirit. We have become a cynical 
nation. It has become cliché to say that a 
good person is hard to find. I don’t believe that 
for one minute. I meet good people everyday. 
On this occasion, I would like to commend Mr. 
John Fridley, of New Baden, Illinois. 

John is a member of the Wesclin Commu-
nity Unit School Board, the Kaskaskia Special 
School District Board and on the advisory 
board at Belleville Area College as well as ac-
tive in his church. John also is a member of 
the Year 2000 Allocations panel for the United 
Way of Metro East. This father and grand-
father, former teacher and retired member of 
the U.S. Air Force, now works as a civilian at 
Scott Air Force Base. By all indications, John 
is a success. 

He credits has sense of civic duty and vol-
unteerism to his father, who instilled in young 
John what you owe your services to the com-
munity where you live. Mr. Fridley is a dy-
namic leader and an inspiration to all of us in 
the 20th District of Illinois.
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize a very important player in the war 

against drugs in our nation. The Eckerd Cor-
poration has for many years now sponsored a 
Drug Quiz Show that reaches over 30,000 
middle school students in New York State. 
This program teaches students important les-
sons about the dangers of substance abuse in 
a creative ‘game show’ format. In years past, 
the Eckerd Corporation has received recogni-
tion awards from the Department of Justice, 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and New York State Governor George 
Pataki. I believe that the local efforts of the 
Eckerd Corporation are in line with the com-
pany’s national campaign, and I believe that 
the Eckerd Corporation deserves to be recog-
nized for its long-standing commitment to the 
Drug Quiz Show format. 

Finals for this year’s competition are sched-
uled to take place on Monday, May 8th, 2000 
in Syracuse, New York. I would like to thank 
the coordinators of the event, especially Exec-
utive Director, Ms. Susan Meidenbauer, the 
Eckerd Corporation, the students, the schools, 
the parents, and administrators who are so 
supportive of this outstanding and exciting op-
portunity to educate young and old about the 
dangers of substance abuse.
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Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, today I pay trib-
ute to the Charles City High School Music De-
partment for its selection as a GRAMMY Sig-
nature School for the second time in as many 
years. 

I would like to congratulate the students of 
the Charles City High School band, choir and 
orchestra. They are one of only 100 schools to 
be recognized in the country this year, and 
one of the three from Iowa. With this achieve-
ment, they have demonstrated that they have 
the ability and the desire to be assets and role 
models in their community and the great state 
of Iowa. 

This award is given to schools that are dedi-
cated to advancing music and arts-based edu-
cation by the GRAMMY Foundation, a non-
profit arm of the National Academy of Record-
ing Arts and Sciences (NARAS). The recipi-
ents of this award are determined on the basis 
of a scoring system applied by an advisory 
committee made up of members of the musi-
cal industry. 

I also congratulate the directors of the three 
music departments at the school; the Director 
of Bands, Jim Jurgensen, the Director of Vocal 
Music, Larry Michehl, and the Director of Or-
chestras, Nancy Western as well as Principal 
Jon Nordaas and the entire faculty at Charles 
City High School. Without their guidance and 
support, and that of the entire community, this 
prestigious recognition would not have been 
possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to and congratulating the 
Charles City High School Music Department 
for the outstanding achievement of receiving 

the NARAS GRAMMY Signature School 
Award.
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, May 7, 
2000 a dinner will be held under the sponsor-
ship of American Arab and Jewish Friends, a 
program of the National Conference for Com-
munity and Justice (NCCJ). The NCCJ is an 
organization founded to improve under-
standing and friendship between the Arab and 
Jewish communities. 

The dinner honors two exceptionally distin-
guished citizens of Michigan, Edward Deeb 
and Harvey Weisberg. 

Ed Deeb has been a leader in the food in-
dustry for almost forty years, currently serving 
as President and CEO of the Michigan Food 
& Beverage Association, Chairman of the 
Eastern Market Merchants Association and 
head of the Michigan Business and Profes-
sional Association. His commitment to commu-
nity is demonstrated through his continuing co-
ordination of the Metro Detroit Youth Day and 
his service in numerous organizations in a va-
riety of capacities, among them the Salvation 
Army, United Way Community Services, Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Southeast Michigan. 

Harvey Weisberg also has had a distin-
guished career in the food industry, playing a 
leading role in the retail business in Michigan. 
He has long been actively involved in improv-
ing the lives of those who live in Metro Detroit. 
He is a National Commissioner and a member 
of the Michigan Anti-Defamation league of 
B’nai B’rith, serves on the boards of the Jew-
ish Welfare Federation, United Jewish Char-
ities, Hillel Day School, United Hebrew 
Schools and the American-Israel Chamber of 
Commerce. Harvey had recently become in-
volved with the Children’s Sports For Peace 
Organization, which is planning to build sports 
facilities in Israel, Gaza City and other Arab 
cities. 

It has been my pleasure to know Ed Deeb 
and Harvey Weisberg during their decades of 
professional and community work. I admire 
their efforts to create broader understanding 
between the Arab-American and Jewish com-
munities in Michigan. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Edward Deeb and Harvey 
Weisberg. It is very fitting that they be hon-
ored for their endeavors. May they help to 
stimulate further efforts to foster meaningful 
dialogue about major challenges and opportu-
nities. 
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